SA INTO 6TH PLACE AFTER 
2008 WWA WAKE PARK WORLD CHAMPS 
AT THE WORLD’S PREMIER CABLE PARK, 
CAMSUR WATERSPORTS COMPLEX, PHILIPPINES!

After leaving the balmy tropical weather of the Philippines, the South African Cable Wakeboarding team has arrived back to SA’s chilly winter after taking part in the biggest and most successful international event to date: the 2008 WWA Wake Park World Championships held at the world’s premier CamSur Watersports Complex, in the province of the Camarines Sur, Philippines hosted by the provincial Governor LRay Villefuerte.

The South African contingent, which included an additional 13 individual riders, made up the largest of the total of over 230 riders from 21 countries around the world.  A strong support group accompanied the riders in the form of parents, brothers and sisters, wives and girlfriends and babies, bringing the number of South Africans at CWC to 35 over the two-week period!  The South African Waterski Federation is in possession of a letter sent by the World Wakeboard Association in which the South Africans were singled out and applauded for their patriotism and sportsmanship shown at all times - both on and off the water.
Previously in 8th position after the 2006 IWSF World Championships in Austria, South Africa has now improved its world ranking by 2 places finishing in 6th place after Australia, Hungary, Philippines, USA and Germany respectively.  This was due to the outstanding general performance of all of our riders, in particular Arno Theron (2nd in Masters division), Angie Schriber (3rd in Pro Ladies division) and Bryerly Nassif (5th in Amateur Ladies division). 

This is an exceptional result when one bears in mind that the SA riders were competing against highly experienced riders and multiple world champions who participate in an average of eight international events per annum in Australia, USA, Europe and Asia - an opportunity not afforded our riders due to distance and financial implications. Despite the cost of the tour to the Philippines the SA riders are grateful that the World Championships were not held in a Pound-, Euro- or US Dollar-based country!
If South Africa is to continue its improvement in the world rankings the issue of obstacles being made available for training in the country will have to become an urgent priority.  According to the WWA judging rules and format, composition of the run accounts for 40% of the rider’s overall score, obstacles 30% and flat tricks/open water tricks 30%...it is therefore imperative that our riders are in a position to gain more experience in obstacle skills.  SA has two (questionable) obstacles in the entire country, both at Base 3 in Midrand at present – a kicker and a small overturned boat with plastic pipe rails – which are in constant need of repair and cause extensive damage to wakeboards.  A total number of sixteen professionally designed obstacles supplied by CWC were laid in the course for the World Championships!

The WWA format is an interesting one, and one which is gaining more and more support from the large and historically experienced cable wakeboard nations such as the USA, Australia, most Asian countries, France and a growing number of other European countries as all the wake sport disciplines - cable and boat wakeboarding, wakeskating and obstacle only - are combined in one event. This was confirmed by the largest amount of riders to ever take part in a World Championship.  Not only will the WWA hold a World Championship annually (as opposed to the IWSF on alternate years) but the prize money involved is substantial – over US$50 000.00 in prize money was awarded during this event alone.  Another trend is the emphasis placed on the individual rider’s performance…although compatriots provide support and general patriotic morale the individual’s score is paramount in the final analysis.

Here are the team riders’ results:

Bryce Watson – Quarter Finals (Junior Men)

Kyle Watson – Quarter Finals (Mens 1)

Devon Nassif - Quarter Finals (Pro Men)

Kyle Hecht-Wendt – Semi Finals (Junior Men)

Justin Selby – Semi Finals (Masters)

David Smith – Semi Finals (Pro Men)

Bryerly Nassif – Finals (5th - Amateur Ladies)

Arno Theron – Finals (2nd – Masters)

Congratulations must also go to Angie Schriber who, although currently based in Australia, remains a South African citizen and finished in 3rd place in the Pro Ladies division.

Governor LRay Villefuerte, the CamSur Watersports Complex, the CamSur Tourism Office and the World Wakeboard Association are to be applauded for an outstanding, efficient and most successful World Championships.  This was a prime example of how, with the full support from government, sponsors and cable park owners, an international event can and should be organized.  
The South African team riders are sincerely appreciative of the generous sponsorship provided by the South African Waterski Federation on behalf of LOTTO as the memories, experience and forged friendships will remain with them always.

