2008 SA CABLE WAKEBOARD NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

SATURDAY 15 AND SUNDAY 16 MARCH 2008

Press release:

The 2008 SA Cable Wakeboard National Championships took place at the Forever Resort Bela Bela (Warmbaths), Limpopo on 15 and 16 March.  A total number of 53 competitors from as far afield as Somerset West in the Western Cape to Johannesburg in Gauteng took to the water, vying for the top honours in each category…1st place being up for grabs in all five wakeboard and three wakeskate divisions.  Despite the ill-timed cold, wet and windy weather which arrived in the early hours of Sunday morning, the heat was really on during both the qualifying and final rounds.  Spectacular aerial tricks were performed by riders in all three of the top men’s wakeboard divisions, and the judges were encouraged to see both ‘the fairer sex’ and the level of the younger riders in the Boys division improving considerably.

The top three places in each division were as follows:

Wakeskate Men –Matt Buys (1st), Russell Daymond (2nd), Michael Daymond (3rd)

Wakeskate Ladies – Hazel Knee (1st), Bryerly Nassif (2nd), Danna Henstock (3rd)

Wakeskate Amateurs – Asher Nassif (1st), Sinjon Phillips (2nd), Chris Fletcher (3rd)

Wakeboard:

Men – 

David Smith – 1st place and the 2008 SA Mens Champion

Devon Nassif – 2nd place (2007 SA Mens Champion)

Kyle Watson – 3rd place (2007 Runner-Up)

Masters –

Arno Theron – 1st place (2006 SA Mens Champion)

Justin Selby – 2nd place (2003 SA Mens Champion)

Rob Williamson – 3rd place

Junior Men – 

Kyle Hecht-Wendt – 1st place

Bryce Watson – 2nd place (2007 SA Boys Champion)

Dominik Reichmuth – 3rd place

Ladies – 

Bryerly Nassif – 1st place (2007 SA Ladies Champion)

Deidre van Niekerk – 2nd place

Gemma Shales – 3rd place

Boys – 

Francois du Toit – 1st place

Jason Colborne – 2nd place

Asher Nassif – 3rd place

David Smith’s explosive run in the final round left fellow competitors and spectators in absolute awe  -  his almost-perfect run lead to an almost-perfect score, resulting in the totally deserved title of 2008 SA Cable Wakeboard Champion.

The hugely successful event would not have been possible without the support and sponsorship of Forever Resort Bela Bela, Peter Scott Jewellers, Ronix, Skullcandy, Gizmobies, DVS, Camelot Spa Group, Arnette, Diesel, After Market Products (Jobe), Lady Lea, JeaVal Hair Salons, Dynamite, Loclly Whipped, Volcom, Men's Health, XS Promotions, Data Card, The Partridge Collection and Professional Carpet Installations and SA Cable Wakeboarding extends its sincere appreciation to them all.

The team of the top 8 riders in the country which will represent South Africa in the World Wakeboard Association World Championships at the premier CamSur Watersports Complex in the Philippines from 1 – 6 July this year was announced at a dinner held at the Col’Cacchio Pizzeria, Benmore Shopping Centre, Sandton on Wednesday night 19 March.  The team members are David Smith, Devon Nassif, Arno Theron, Justin Selby, Kyle Watson, Kyle Hecht-Wendt, Bryce Watson and Bryerly Nassif.  Louis Polomé, President of the South African Waterski Federation, who made the announcement, was thrilled to inform the team members that after many months of negotiation the SAWSF has been allocated much-needed funds from the National Lotto resulting in the Federation being in a position to sponsor the vast majority of the costs of the tour to the Philippines.

For more info on cable wakeboarding log on to www.sawaterski.co.za and www.cablewakeboard.com
